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eucen’s	contribution	to	Validation	of	non-formal	
and	informal	learning	(VNIL):	A	15	year	trip	that	
continues	
 
Passionate advocacy and development of VNIL 
 
eucen has been a passionate advocate of the validation of non-formal and informal 
learning since its beginning, viewing VNIL as a key means of fulfilling its objectives (shown 
in the box below).  eucen was an early pioneer in developing tools for VNIL and its track 
record continues to this day. 
 
 

 
eucen’s aims and objectives 
 
To contribute to the social, economic and cultural life of Europe through 
the promotion and advancement of lifelong learning within higher education 
institutions in Europe and elsewhere 
 
To foster universities' influence in the development of lifelong learning 
knowledge and policies throughout Europe 
 

 
 
First steps 
 
As early as the end of the 1990s small groups of members started to work on several 
projects related to VNIL with the support of eucen. Then, in 2001, the University of Lille 1 
(FR) invited eucen to co-develop a major proposal to the European Commission Joint 
Action Programme called TRANSFINE. With Lille 1 as contractor and eucen as project 
coordinator, the aims were to (a) investigate the feasibility of a European architecture for 
the recognition, transfer and accumulation of qualifications; (b) to create, develop and 
propose the principles, methods and tools for such a system; and (c) to construct a 
specification for pilot projects to test the proposal of the project. In order to do this, there 
was extensive collection and analysis of materials in the EU at formal, informal and non-
formal levels of education.  
 
Following the success of TRANSFINE, the REFINE1 project began in 2004 with the aim of 
testing the tools for a European methodological framework developed under TRANSFINE, 
again with the University of Lille 1 (FR) as contractor and eucen as coordinator. Along 
with testing the tools, REFINE fostered trans-national and trans-sectoral collaboration; 
and built mutual trust in the practices and procedures.  Both TRANSFINE and REFINE 
involved universities, VET, Adult Education, NGOs and Trade Unions in each partner 
country. 

                                                
1 http://www.eucen.eu/REFINE/All.html	
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VNIL projects with the ‘eucen’ stamp 
 
Building on these early projects, eucen decided in 2007 to lead as contractor and 
coordinator for its next project focused on VNIL: OBSERVAL. This project developed the 
first version of the European Observatory on Validation of Non-formal and Informal 
Learning. Michel Feutrie, who had played a lead role in TRANSFINE and REFINE, led the 
scientific content of the project, now as President of eucen. OBSERVAL collated more 
than 100 documents on VNIL from all over Europe and created 27 country profiles 
explaining the state of the art of VNIL in each of them drawing on the expertise of 27 full 
partners from 23 different EU countries. 
 
In 2011 eucen started its OBSERVAL-Net2 project, a follow up of OBSERVAL with the aim 
of enhancing the original observatory, focusing on the 3 main themes that were 
underpinned by OBSERVAL:  
 

- Bottom-up approach  
- VNIL new professions  
- Work-based VNIL 

 
The OBSERVAL-Net project also produced an advocacy pack that included a Manifesto, a 
set of references to VNIL and three flash cards (one for each main area) with inspiring 
cases of the results of best practice. The results of the project were extremely well 
received, including in Brussels with the project obtaining an evaluation of 90% in its final 
report. 
 
Since OBSERVAL-Net, eucen has been invited to join different projects coordinated by 
others, all focusing on VNIL. For example, eucen has participated in VALERU3 (Validation 
of non-formal and informal learning in Russia, led by the Danube University of Krems) and 
PROMOTE4 (Promoting and validating key competences in mobility and traineeship in 
Europe, led by the University of Vilnius) and has been invited to join several proposals in 
the framework of the 2015 and 2016 Calls. 
 
Current work 
 
Starting early in 2017, and running over the next three years, eucen’s latest project is 
VINCE5 - Validation for inclusion of new citizens in Europe. The project intends to develop 
tools for validation professionals in higher education who work with migrants or refugees. 
It will produce a set of guidelines that these professionals can use when working with the 
targeted students. It will also create a platform that can be a meeting point for VNIL 
professionals, a reference space for policy makers and a source of information for 
newcomers. Part of the work of VINCE will be to review and update the OBSERVAL-Net 
country profiles, as well as identifying good practices and interesting initiatives that could 
be transferred and adapted to other realities and new needs. 
 

                                                
2 http://www.observal-net.eu/ 
3 http://www.valeru.eu/ 
4 http://promote-eu.org/ 
5 http://vince.eucen.eu/ 
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eucen is also involved in building validation capacities beyond Europe, joining new 
project proposal as validation and dissemination experts.  
 
eucen’s interest and engagement with the topic of VNIL has benefited from its long-term 
involvement in the topic. There is little doubt that this has helped it to obtain considerable 
expertise that has been solidly developed throughout the course of eucen’s existence.  
 
 

Text adapted from the “eucen Informs – Special Edition”, March 2016 
Author Carme ROYO, Executive Director of eucen 

 


