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I Who is the International
Council for Adult Education?

International Council for Adult Education (ICAE)

•

global network created in 1973

•

specific mandate to advocate for youth
and adult learning and education (ALE) as
a universal human right

•

7 regional bodies (Africa, Arab Region,
Asia, Caribbean, Europe, Latin America
and North America)

•

representing more than 800 NGOs –
regional, national and sectoral networks

•

in more than 75 countries
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II Why bother about the SDGs?
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Education for All (EFA) in 1990
Millennium Development Goals in 2000

SDGs in 2015
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Close Connection & Interlinkage of
non-formal ALE and SDGs
The role of adult education in SDGs is twofold:
it is a precondition for the achievement of the SDGs
2. as well as a goal in itself.
1.

ALE contributes to the achievement of all 17
SDGS
ALE is the foundation of change in the social,
political, economic, ecological and cultural
spheres.
• In each of the 17 goals at least one target
involves learning, training, education or at the
very least, awareness-raising for education.
•
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•

•

SDG 2 “End hunger, achieve food security and improved
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture”
targeted educational measures for producers and
consumers, acquire a understanding of ecosystems,
improvement or protection through farming methods and
consumption behavior
SDG 3 „Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being
for all at all ages“
health literacy programmes, prevention of diseases
promoting mental health and well-being are a key
objective of non-formal adult education

SDG 4 “ensuring inclusive and
equitable quality education and
promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all”
Targets 4.4 and 4.6 :
- adults are target groups of actions in education
- LLL speaks about “all learners”
- LLL provides space and encouragement to become
active in working towards all SDGs.
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•
•

Education needs to be available for all
people
Education is the key tool to achieving
Agenda 2030 and creating a more just
and peaceful world beyond 2030

III Lobbying the UN
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HLPF 2019 “Empowering people and ensuring
inclusiveness and equality”
SDG 4 (Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all)
SDG 8 (Decent work and economic growth)
SDG 10 (Reduced inequalities)
SDG 13 (Climate action)
SDG 16 (Peace and justice)
SDG 17 (Partnerships) (every year)

o
o
o
o
o
o

Education and Academia Stakeholder Group
(since 2016)
•

wish to advocate for SDG 4

•

working for the realization of the right to a quality
education

•

implementation of Agenda 2030 and of SDG 4 in
particular

•

the engagement with the monitoring and review of
the SDGs

•

OPEN GROUP: all interested organisations, human
rights-based education and academia organisations:
www.educationacademia.org , contact@educationacademia.org
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Education and Academia Stakeholder Group
Þ

its about influencing policy by effective and meaningful
participation in UN policy spaces

Þ

Through coordinated advocacy at all levels

Þ

Developing messages

Þ

Raising awareness of critical education issues

In particular at:

Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs)
•

Cover all SDGs and their progress at national levels and
circumstances

•

Guidelines by UN Secretary

•

Members state led

•

Should include relevant all relevant partners and stakeholders

ACTION:
Þ CSO

consultation in preparation of VNRs
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IV The Empowering Lifelong
Learning
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21 Century of rapid societal changes
Demands on individual orientation efforts:
• orientation in a world of highly diverse values and lifestyles
• the ability to liaise in a positive way with people of diverse
cultural backgrounds
• ability to respond appropriately to new quality requirements
and flexibility demands in a changing world of work
• being mindful of the ecological and social consequences of
consumerism
• making appropriate political decisions or even estimating the
implications of deciding not to act at all.

Empowered Global Citizen is required
•

Demands require political individuals who think
globally

•

political, economic and sociocultural developments can
at present only be analyzed and understood in a global
context.
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Adult education and LLL is the tool for the
development of critical thinking and empowerment
strengthens and empowers people civil society
building responsibilities and a feeling of belonging
=> goal of is LLL is to enable people to be part of the informed
decision making about the system =>
in the global agenda for the people and for the planet

Why do we see that empowerment through LLL is
hardly present in the global agendas and in the
development cooperation?
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V Educating the Global Citizen

Global Citizenship Education (GCED)
SDG Target 4.7.
“ensure that all learners are provided with the knowledge
and skills to promote sustainable development, including,
among others, through education for sustainable
development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender
equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence,
global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and
of culture’s contribution to sustainable development”

13

26/05/2019

UNESCO Definition of Global Citizenship Education

“Global citizenship education aims to empower
learners of all ages to assume active roles, both
locally and globally to face and resolve global
challenges and to become proactive
contributors to a more peaceful, inclusive,
tolerant and secure world.”

The Notion of Global Citizenship Education (GCE)
•

have to give up the old discourses of active citizenship
education and learning

•

GCE is much more than active citizenship education

•

Global citizenship goes beyond national, regional and
continental borders and boundaries

•

GCE means that we raise awareness of the global problems.
We need an awareness of our responsibilities on the global
level and this has to be part of our citizenship.

•
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VI Challenges remain

Challenges remain
•

•
•
•
•

Privatisation and commercialisation makes it more difficult
for the public sector to sustain funding and provide good
quality
Underfunding of public adult education makes adult
education less accessible (in the whole world)
Focus on measuring educational attainments has led to a
stronger international competition and standardisation
Quantitative data is used to measure the success or failure of
policies and programmes
Adult Literacy has been ignored persistently in development
goals and is also not among the priorities of the SDGs.
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The Way Forward with ALE
It contributes to the individual as well as collective
development of societies in many ways:
I. focuses on the intrinsic value of learning and its
transformative nature
II. provides knowledge, skills and competences that can be used
both in professional and private life
III. promotes transversal and generic skills, i.e. social skills,
communication skills, analytical skills etc.=> “life skills”
IV. triggers sustainable development on various levels – the social,
economic, and ecological level

ALE has an empowering
effect on individuals, communities
and on the global world
Ricarda Motschilnig
International Council for Adult Education
Conseil International de l'éducation des adultes
Consejo Internacional de Educación de Adultos
www.icae.global
policy@icae.global
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